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FRANCE. 

S/iudtyjox at Havre. 

Consul Thackara reports, February 11, as follows: According to 
official information received from the mayor of the city, there have 
been 23 cases of smallpox at Havre since January 1, 1903, and 2 deaths. 
It is stated by certain physicians that there has been a greater number 
of cases than above reported; that the disease is of a mild character; 
that the number of cases is decreasing, and that the disease does not 
exist in an epidemic form. At present, in the Pasteur Hospital, the 
hospital where contagious diseases are treated, there are 20 cases of 
smallpox. 

After February 15 next the new French law requiring compulsory 
vaccination goes into effect. By the terms of the measure, vaccination 
of children under 1 year of age and revaccination at 14 and 21 years 
of age are obligatory. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries — Death 
rate of Berlin; comparative — Plaque in Central Asia. 

Consul-General Mason reports, February 12 and 13, as follows: 

Plague. 

Egypt. — On the 26th of January there occurred in the village of 
Barscnun-el-Kubra 2 more cases of plague and 1 in Tanta-Ghezireh, 
in the district of Tukh. 

Brazil. — According to a communication dated February 2, plague 
has broken out in the city of Rio Grande do Sul. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta during the period between the 14th of 
December, 1902, and 3d of January, 1903, 56 persons died of plague, 
and 93 persons died of cholera. 

Cholera. 

Turkey.— According to the fourteenth official bulletin relative to 
cholera in Palestine and Syria, there occurred in Damascus between 
the 19th and 25th of January 21 cases of cholera and 13 deaths, and in 
Nablus between the 17th and 22d of January 4 new cases (12 deaths). 
Inclusive of these 25 deaths, there have been registered since the out- 
break of the disease in October a total number of 3,793 deaths. 

Persia. — In Jask, according to a report dated January 2, 5 cholera 
cases are recorded there daily. 

Dutch India. — According to official reports, there were registered 
in Batavia between the 12th and 18th of December 5 cholera cases (4 
deaths). In Samarang there occurred between the 26th of November 
and the 9th of December 30 cases (21 deaths). In Palembang there 
were registered between the 6th and 19th of December 22 cases (19 
deaths). In Grisee between the 6th and 19th of December, 1 case (1 
death). In Soeraba\-a between the 7th and 20th of December there 
occurred 184 cases (118 deaths). 
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According to newspaper reports, there occurred in Borneo (district 
of Maloka) between the 11th of September and 20th of November 
75 cases ((53 deaths). In Segerei (Celebes) there were registered be- 
tween the 1st and 20th of December 20 cases (20 deaths). 

Death rate of Berlin, comparative. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended January 31 was lower 
than it has been since the beginning of December, amounting (cal- 
culated upon the year) to 15.5 per thousand of the population, as com- 
pared with 15.9 in the foregoing week, being thereby, however, 
considerably higher than for the corresponding week of last year, in 
which it only reached 13.4. Of the various large German towns, only 
Frankfurt-am-Main, Schoneberg (with 14.3), and Charlottenburg (with 
11.9 per thousand) showed more favorable statistics than Berlin, but 
the mortality figures of Leipsic, Dresden, Hanover, Hamburg, as well 
as London, were considerably higher than those of Berlin, while the 
death rate was higher still in Cologne, Munich, Nuremberg, Breslau, 
Konigsberg, Stettin, as well as Paris and Vienna. The participation 
of children in their first year in the mortality was considerably greater 
than in the foregoing week, so that the decrease in the number of 
deaths was confined exclusively to the higher age classes. The mor- 
tality rate among infants rose from 4 to 4.5 per year and mille, being 
thereby one-half that of Chemnitz, Altona, Stettin, and far below that 
of Munich and Breslau. Acute intestinal diseases were of less fre- 
quent occurrence than during the foregoing week and caused fewer 
deaths (35). On the other hand, there was an increase in the cases of 
acute disease of the respiratory organs, which claimed 82 victims (as 
compared with 65 in the foregoing week). Deaths from influenza 
have steadily increased since the beginning of January, 20 being regis- 
tered during this week. Consumption claimed 95 victims, and 41 
persons died of cancer. The number of cases of measles increased, 13 
ending in death. On the other hand, cases of scarlet fever and diph- 
theria were of less frequent occurrence, the former causing 4, the 
latter 9 deaths. Finally. 10 persons died by violence. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended February 7 was some- 
what higher than in the second half of the month of January, and 
amounted (calculated upon the year) to 16.1 per thousand of the popu- 
lation, being almost exactly the same as for the corresponding week 
of last year, in which it amounted to 16. In spite of the increase, how- 
ever, only 9 of the large German towns showed more favorable health 
conditions than Berlin. To these belonged Frankfurt-am-Main, 
Hanover, Charlottenburg, with 12.6, and Schoneberg, with 12 per 
thousand. But the rate of mortality in the following cities was con- 
siderably higher than that of Berlin, viz: Leipsic, Dresden, Cologne, 
Hamburg, Munich, Nuremberg, Halle, and Breslau, as well as London, 
Paris, and Vienna. The participation of the children in their first 
year in the mortality was considerably lower than in the last January 
week, the increase in the number of deaths being confined exclusively 
to the higher age classes. The mortality rate among infants fell from 
4.5 to 3.9 per year and thousand, this rate being lower than that of 
Dresden, Hamburg, Munich, and less by one-half than that of Nurem- 
berg, Stettin, and Chemnitz. Acute intestinal diseases have steadily 
decreased since the beginning of January, and in this week only caused 
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26 deaths. Acute diseases of the respiratory organs showed no impor- 
tant difference; they claimed 77 victims. "There were registered 21 
deaths from influenza. Consumption claimed 80 victims, and 34 per- 
sons died of cancer. Cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria were again 
more numerous this week, the former causing 3, the latter 7 deaths. 
Cases of measles were also more frequent, 9 ending in death. Finally, 
17 persons died by violence. 

The combating of tuberculosis. 

A memorandum upon the subject above named has been prepared 
in the imperial health office, and has been placed before the Reichstag. 
The following synopsis of the contents of the same may be of interest: 
The victims claimed by cholera, plague, and smallpox are of far less 
consequence to the general health and for the working capacity of the 
people than those who year by year succumb to tuberculosis after a 
lingering sickness. In the year of the cholera epidemic (1892) there 
died of cholera in Germany 8,937 persons, ana from tuberculosis 
122,152 persons, that being one-tenth of the total number of deaths. 
It is impossible at the present time to state with any degree of cer- 
tainty how many persons in the German Empire are afflicted with 
tuberculosis. The number of persons treated in hospitals for tuber- 
cular diseases amounted in 1899 to 226,000. The ages most suscepti- 
ble to tuberculosis are those between 15 and 60. Tuberculosis occurs 
most frequently among persons engaged in close rooms, especially 
workers in certain branches of industry and those occupied in the prep- 
aration of soda and aniline, and among metal workers and stonecutters. 
The prevention and general combating of the disease necessitate gen- 
eral attention to bodily health, suitable clothing, and proper nour- 
ishment, healthy dwellings (the erection of healthy dwellings for the 
working classes, regulations for the prevention of overcrowding in 
unhealthy rooms among the lower classes), metabolic change for per- 
sons engaged in the so-called sedentary professions, and prohibition of 
night work. 

The efforts made in the German Empire to combat tuberculosis, 
both by direct regulations and by general preventive measures, are 
being actively carried on. In particular, the Imperial Government, 
the governments of the different States, the executive authorities, the 
national insurance institutions, and the municipal governments are 
seriously and actively participating in this work. The result of these 
efforts, which have now been carried on for some years, is already 
noticeable in a decrease in the number of deaths from tuberculosis, 
which in the future will be still more marked. It is a condition neces- 
sary to success, however, that the zeal of the participants should not 
be relaxed. In particular it must be impressed upon each individual 
person that lie should so order his life in accordance with the principles 
above laid down, and not indulge in such habits (drunkenness, for 
example) as will lay the seed for future sickness. It is the duty of 
every person suffering with consumption to so dispose of his sputum 
as not to afford chance of infection to others. Success in combating 
tuberculosis depends in the first place upon the proper disposal of the 
sputum. 

According to the latest statistics, there are at present 57 public sani- 
taria for consumptives in Germany, of which 34 are located in Prussia, 
6 in Bavaria, 2 in Saxony, 1 in Wurtemberg, 1 in Hessen, 1 in 
Sachsen- Weimar, 1 in Thuringia, 1 in the Reichsland, 3 in Baden, 2 
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in Brunswick, and 5 in the Hansa cities. Besides these there are 
4 institutions near the sea, namely, Nordeney, Wyk, Gross-Miiritz, 
Zoppot. There are also 23 public sanitaria nearly completed, among 
these being Buch, near Berlin. The city of Berlin has at the present 
time 3 public sanitaria, namely, Malchow, Blankenfelde, Giitergotz. 
There arc also 20 private German sanitaria, and 1 in Davos (Switzer- 
land). In the 78 sanitaria for consumptives there are 7,000 beds. If 
we calculate that each bed is used by 4 persons in the course of a year, 
we find that about 30,000 consumptives annually enjoy the benefit of 
treatment in the sanitaria. 

Cli/ipi ii</ from llie Berlin Lohal-Anzeiger, February 12, 1903. 

Plague epidemics in central Asia are causing intense anxiety, and 
have rendered special measures necessary on the part of the Russian 
Government. A private telegram reports the following: "St. Peters- 
burg, February 11, 7.23 p. m. Mr. Petrowski, the Russian consul- 
general in Kashgar, has forwarded a communication to the governor- 
general of Turkestan containing confirmation of the reports regarding 
plague in Kandshut and Barumsal. The outbreak dates back as far 
as August last, the time of the great earthquake in Kashgar. The 
Chinese officials were advised to burn down the settlement at Barum- 
sal, but the advice was not followed. A petition in this sense for- 
warded direct to Pekin was also unavailing. In order to prevent the 
further spread of the plague over the Russian frontier four physicians 
and eight arm}* surgeons have set out for the district above mentioned, 
and a special credit of 25,000 rubles has been granted for this pur- 
pose. Reports received from Badaschan, on the southwest slope of the 
Pamirs, confirm the rumors of plague at that place. 

Schaschpal, a settlement of 50 farms, in the course of a few days 
lost 300 of its inhabitants. In view of the indifference and of the 
poverty of the population of Chinese Turkestan it is feared that the 
epidemic will continue to spread. At the moment its spread is only 
prevented by the deep snow. Quarantine measures are to be put in 
force on the Bukharian- Afghan frontier. Without doubt the plague 
has alreadv crossed the water ledge of the Karakoram and the Hindu 
Kush. 

The Surgeon-General. 

HAWAII. 

Outgoing quarantine transactions at Honolulu. 

Passed-Assistant Surgeon Cofer reports, February 16, as follows: 
Week ended February 14, 1903. Number of vessels inspected and 
passed. 5; number of cabin passengers inspected and passed, 10; num- 
ber of steerage passengers inspected and passed, 1; number of crew 
inspected and passed, 50; number of pieces of baggage disinfected, 29; 
number of sailing vessels disinfected, 9. 

Death from, plague at Honolulu. 

[Telegram.] 

Honolulu, Hawaii, February '£4-, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington : 

There was a death from plague on February 12. 

Cofer. 



